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Context 

Â ñTraditionally, day services for adults with disabilities have 
been specialist services in segregated settings and locations 
as opposed to mainstream services.  

 
Â In recent years, supported by legislation, the social model 

of disability and evolving ideas and practices, the main 
thrust of service provision has been to assist and support 
adults with disabilities to:  

 
 Å engage in and be part of their community; 
 Å participate as equal and full citizens in all aspects of  
       social living; and  
 Å make maximum use of mainstream services, in  
      accordance with their wishes, aspirations and needsò. 



What is a day service? 

Â The report concluded that there is no 
ñnationally agreed or clear definition 
about what constitutes a day 
serviceò 

 

Â Traditional day services owe their 
origins to the institutional movement 
of the 1800s  



What do people want? 

1,500+ people consultated 

Â They donôt want:  

 

ÅAbsence of choice  

ÅTime spent doing nothing or doing 
repetitive activities of little use or value 
to themselves  



What do people want? 

1,500+ people consultated 

Â They want:  

 

ÅTo do ordinary things in ordinary places 
and to be part of the community.  

 

Therefore support services will have to be  

tailered to each persons individual need.  


